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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hull et al'451 (US Patent No.5, 775,451). 

Regarding claim 1,Hull discloses a plurality of pre-set cruise control speed 
buttons each corresponding to a respective pre-set cruise control speed (see figure 1, 
element 12 and 22); and cruise control logic circuitry coupled to said pre-set cruise 
control speed buttons and configured for implementing control of a vehicle speed to 
maintain the respective pre-set cruise control speed corresponding to a selected one of 
said pre-set cruise control speed buttons (see column 3, lines 64-67) and (column 2, 
lines 5-11). 

Regarding claims 2 and 13, Hull discloses a wherein each one of said pre-set 
cruise control speeds corresponds to a respective legal roadway speed (see figure 4). 

Regarding claims 3, Hull discloses the respective pre-set cruise control speed 
and outputting a control signal corresponding to the respective preset cruise control 
speed (see column 2, lines 33-37). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Hull discloses activating components of an original 
equipment cruise control system; and setting said components of the original equipment 
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cruise control system to maintain the respective pre-set cruise control speed 
corresponding to the selected one of said pre-set cruise control speed buttons (see 
column 5, lines 6-14). 

Regarding claim 5, Hull discloses a current speed set button for implementing 
control of the vehicle speed to maintain a vehicle speed exhibited at the time when the 
current speed set button is depressed. (See column 5, lines 31-44). 

Regarding claims 12, Hull discloses a plurality of pre-set cruise control speed 
buttons each corresponding to a respective pre-set cruise control speed (see figure 1, 
element 12 and 22), a current speed set button for implementing control of the vehicle 
speed to maintain a vehicle speed exhibited at the time when the current speed set 
button is depressed (see column 2, lines 1-11) and cruise control logic circuitry coupled 
to each one of said buttons and configured for implementing control of a vehicle speed 
to maintain a cruise control speed corresponding to a selected one of said buttons (see 
column 3, lines 61-67), wherein implementing control of the vehicle speed includes 
determining the cruise control speed corresponding to a selected one of said buttons 
and outputting a control signal corresponding to the cruise control speed corresponding 
to a selected one of said buttons and wherein the control signal simulates a signal 
interpretable by logic of an original equipment manufacturer cruise control system (see 
column 5, lines 5-45). 

Regarding claims 15-17, under the principles of inherency, if a prior art device, in 
its normal and usual operation, would necessarily perform the method claimed, then the 
method claimed will be considered to be anticipated by the prior art device. When the 
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prior art device is the same as a device described in the specification for carrying out 
the claimed method, it can be assumed the device will inherently perform the claimed 
process. In re King, 801 F.2d 1324,231 USPQ 136 (Fed Cir. 1986). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3, Claims 6-11,18 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cynthia F. Collado whose telephone number is 
(571)2728315. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571)2726914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/840,102 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3618 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





